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Agenis in Clear
_Colby Asseris

CIA D:rector Expects

- No Cnmmal Charges

BY ROBEB‘I‘ L. JACKSON -~
Times Stal Writer - e

WASHINGTOV—-Wﬂham E Colby.
“head of - the Central Intelligence
Agency, said Wednesday he did not
expect criminal charges to be
brought against CIA agents for any
domestxc actmtxes.
* Colby said.in an j jew that as’
far as he knew a Justice Department
investigation had produced,K no
evidence of criminal conduct by mch-
vidual agents .
Asked if he expected the depart-
ment to file charges against. any CIA

' employa, he rephed. '1 don't, honest—

1
yA.nother govemment source famili-
- ar with the investigation agreed with
Colby's assessment. This official said
that unless Vice President Rockefel-

lers commission' on the CIA pro- |

" duced, damaging information- which |

* the Justice Department did not pos- .
sess, there would be no mmmal

.casas. - .

-sions. .
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“*Colby said eatlier ini tongressional

~té$timony that any "missteps" by his

.agency in -spying on ‘US.. citizens -
-were:"few and far betweenl" and were
nat crifminally motivated, = - .
".He. has acknowledved hmvever
that the CI4, in apparent vitlation 6f

-jts -chatter, . infiltrated about.. 20 -

agents Wito: antiwar : organizations, -

-gathéred files on 10,000 American Cit-,

izens, opened the mail of some Amer
Ji¢tans$ cotretponding Wwith persons. in -
‘Comminist counfries and ‘broke inhtd

theé liomes of agency employes sus-

‘pected of dis¢losing. secret govern_

~ment information. -~

-In establishing the Rockefeller pa

'nel last month, President Ford said -

.that the Justice Departmeht was exa- -
‘mining whether CIA agents might be -~

-subjett:to proeecuuon for .improper.
-domestic _activities. That probe has
-been conducted jointly by the depart-»

‘ment’s mmmal nﬁd cml _ng_h&s divi-

Co.b} -gaid that age1t§ mvoh‘ed it ;

_f_domeStxc aclivities were acting "un-

der ‘orders" and fin good faith® and
should'not be held criminally liable."
Some of their actions were "cleared:

.at the top” before he became director * -two weeks of January, he said. 1709
."18 months ago, Colby said. Other acti=
* vities ‘Went on at lower levéls with-"".
- out the director's khowledgé, ke said. .

~ Colby predicted conaresswnal ih- -

* vestigators would find that no’ Pres‘
1dent had pressured the agency fote. =
than any othet; despite allegations™

. that domestic surveillance of radicals...
-began, .at: the. behest of. Pres1dent.
" Lyndon B':Uohnsoh.

. *The history of the agency from the
_r]9:>0s has . -beeti pretty much .'a"
'_.straught line;" Colby said. :

- Discussing the closed-door ﬁocke-

" feller comimission- inquiry. that: has’
‘-been un@er way for sevén weeks,

Colby said: - "Commission _miembers’

o ..al numbert.

ft.lrﬂ\er around with something '.':at

lld\c [PA3TR IR AR 227 Yoksw I
nesses from m*xdem organiza’ vc. .
and the invest ga'er have poen (2ik-
“ing to a let more. They've peen going
through our papers a and fiies for 2n
:in-depth look. The/Te very ConsCious
. that it's necessary 1o rne'-re 2 very:
‘thorough m‘festiga.xon ingsre g.:.rg

il

- . Although the commission’s athori-
ty expires- April 1. Rockefeiler naa
“said he probabiy will request that i
Ford grant the panel_a.n exiension.-

:-z. Coiby .said he would give peraie.
and House investigators Lo same acs,
-.cess-{o agency. f.l=s and empioyes
that the commission hias nad. 7o heip
- protect sensitive informziion. 2gency
. files sucrendered .to . Cengress m..l
- contain numbar. x::s‘ead of nah,ea, na.
said. The numbers,. in. um. vill be
‘kéyed to'a séparate indax 6 names, |
he explamed. et -

,v.

He eaid he hadns ﬁb‘ectmn if sehae
“tors. chiose o frant: imimiRity £
prosecution to. ClA émpioves in Té

turn for théid testimeny. Eowever, it

. anagentweré dsked to. Cisclose sensis

. tive information; he ' woud firs have:
_ tocheck with the dirgeter, Coloy saidl |

“\While the fureré.over CIA aciind-
“ties has endangered -some z:e"‘_s
overseas, jab appiications
“thanev er, Colby said. Dn*m

ine I.:St

- persons appued for work \.,.- e
. agency—néariy wee tme oS nor-

Colby said he: hoped ‘the xmor':'a-
‘hona ‘would help "desensaticnalize”i
- the nation's day-to-day -efforts to 0d-~

“ tain foreign intelligence. 4nd Con-i
-gress should proceed cautiousy e~
fore drafling .any . far-rezching.

... chafiges | in'the agen"y's stn.-t'.:a h°
..‘- sa]d_

“The CIA' co*xdncts 'the best ':.teU
hgence activity in the world] a faCt-
- critics should consider: p—*fo'e Yo

works .as uea as th.s dO“:, Coiny Y
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